WRITING YOUR LETTER

Make sure you have the MP’s address details correct. 
Use plain language. Be polite.

The letter should be concise, to the point. Avoid elaborately constructed sentences and paragraphs with multiple clauses.

If you made a submission to the Review, attach a copy with your letter. You might also attach a copy of the WIA’s submission, or your club’s submission.

If you didn’t make a submission to the Review, attach a copy of the WIA’s submission.

Open your letter with a simple statement of the issue and ask for the MP’s help. 
Like this:

Dear Mr/Mrs/Ms <surname>

I am writing to you as my local member as I am concerned about an issue with the current NSW Planning System Review that affects me and seek your help in having it resolved.  

I am concerned that the Department of Planning & Infrastructure has said that exemptions for antenna masts for amateur radio use will not be considered, despite many submissions to the Review over the past year.
Or this:

Dear Mr/Mrs/Ms <surname>

Subject: NSW Planning System Review and amateur radio antenna masts 

I am writing to you as I am concerned that the Department of Planning & Infrastructure has said that exemptions for antenna masts for amateur radio use will not be considered in the current Planning System Review, despite many submissions to the Review over the past year.  
I ask for your help in getting answers as to why the Review has excluded this issue, and to help get that policy reviewed.

Next, explain briefly why and how this issue affects you.

Here are some points you might use, pick and chose whatever suits you; add some words of your own.

I am an amateur radio operator licensed by the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) under the Radio Communications Act 1992. 

I have been licensed since YYYY and I am a member of the Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA), the national representative organisation for radio amateurs.

In following my interests in radio technology and communications, being able to erect an antenna mast at my home has many technical and operational advantages. For some activities, an antenna mast is essential.

Local council regulation concerning the domestic installation of radio masts, antennas or aerials is not uniform across NSW. 

Some councils allow certain masts to be erected without requiring a development application or building permit, but these are generally very restrictive, especially when compared to exempt development regulations applying in other states.

State Environmental Planning Policy 2008 (SEPP 2008) exempts many minor developments such as aviaries, carports, decks, flagpoles, garden sheds, pergolas and TV antennas. However, the code relating to aerials and antennae under Subdivision 2 is wholly unsuitable for amateur radio.

SEPP 2008 makes no provision for exempting antenna masts for amateur radio use. South Australian and Victorian planning regulations have provided exemptions since 2008 and 2006, respectively. 

Many radio amateurs across NSW made submissions to the first phase of the Review in November last year, as did the Wireless Institute of Australia, the national representative organisation for radio amateurs. Further submissions were made in March this year. [ I attach a copy of my submission. OR: I attach a copy of the WIA submission.  etc ] 
The Department of Planning & Infrastructure has published the Proposed changes to Statewide streamlined approvals code, which was on exhibition over 12 October to 9 November 2012. It seems that many new planning exemptions will be included in new regulations, except those proposed in submissions made by NSW radio amateurs and the Wireless Institute of Australia.
REFER TO the Sydney Morning Herald Article, published on 31/10/12.

The article is online here:
www.smh.com.au/technology/technology-news/amateur-radio-buffs-battle-to-get-messages-through-council-red-tape-20121030-28hno.html
This quote – the article’s last paragraph – highlights the issue:
A planning department spokesman said no change to amateur radio aerial regulation was proposed, and that ''allowing higher aerials without a detailed development application process could cause unacceptable streetscape and neighbourhood safety issues''. 

To rebut that, you might start with the following points:

The poles and wires of the electricity networks have more impact on the streetscape than the proposed amateur radio antenna masts. 

Antenna masts for amateur radio are hardly likely to appear like a rash of porcupine quills across the suburbs.

No radio amateur investing in an antenna mast of any height is going to risk the loss of their investment or other disastrous impact on others by not paying heed to safety.
Commercially-produced antenna masts are manufactured and installed to meet Australian Standard AS1170, which ensures a stringent safety protocol.

For many years, the South Australian and Victorian planning regulations have provided exemptions for amateur radio antenna masts, similar to that proposed by NSW amateurs, without reported safety incidents. 

INCLUDE some background on the community benefits of amateur radio.
This is optional – best included as a 1-page attachment.

Use headings to highlight what the text is about. Choose paragraphs you want to use, you don’t have to use them all.
Amateur Radio in emergencies

When natural disasters and community emergencies arise, amateur radio is often used as a means of emergency communication when landline phone, mobile phones and other conventional means of communications fail or cannot be deployed. 

Amateur radio is not dependent on infrastructure that can fail or be overloaded.

Radio Amateurs can provide a valuable resource to emergency services and aid organisations in times of need, either by providing skilled extra manpower required to cope with extended operations at emergency communications centres, or by deploying their own facilities in the field.
Radio Amateurs can quickly establish networks tying disparate agencies together to enhance interoperability.
In NSW, WICEN Emergency Communications (www.nsw.wicen.org.au/), comprising radio amateur volunteers, operates as a specialist support squad under the NSW State Disaster Plan (DISPLAN). WICEN members receive training in field and radio room operations. WICEN also provides support communications for a number of community events throughout the year. 

In addition, radio amateurs work as volunteers in RECOM – the Red Cross Emergency Communications unit (www.wia.org.au/members/emcom/recom/), which has developed a secure communications system that can be deployed during emergencies and disasters. Members of RECOM are trained and accredited through Trainsafe Australia.

NSW radio amateurs have a long history, over many decades, of providing communications during disasters, ranging from the devastating 1956 floods, through many bushfire events and offshore yachting emergencies. WICEN played a key support role, for example, in the disastrous fires in NSW in 1994, which swept down the Central Coast and reached the suburbs of Sydney. 

Fortunately, large-scale disasters are few and far between, but the amateur radio community is able to step up to the mark when needed.
Amateur radio in developing a career path

Many radio amateurs have extended or leveraged their interest in amateur radio into careers in engineering, IT, radio communications, science and telecommunications.

Radio amateurs are employed in highly skilled jobs across many industries, including mining, manufacturing, transport, government services, retailing and education. Gaining their amateur radio licence taught them about “learning to learn”.
Dick Smith’s boyhood interest in amateur radio led him to build his iconic electronics retailing empire.
ENDING your letter.
Thank your local member for reading your letter.

Reiterate your request for help, for example: 

I would be grateful for your help in making representations to get answers to his matter.
REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR ATTACHMENTS.
